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Progress Energy Gift Supports Science Education & Research
Filed under Press Releases, eNews Newsletter, College of Arts and Sciences, Homepage Articles on Thursday, July 30, 2009 by
Author: Melanie Marquez.

(St. Petersburg, Fla.) July 30, 2009 – In continued partnership with Progress Energy, USF and USF St. Petersburg
will expand science education and research opportunities for students thanks to a gift presented Tuesday, June 16, to
the institutions by Progress Energy President and CEO Jeff Lyash.
The $213,000 gift supports four programs: the Earth Science Laboratory in the Science and Technology Building at
USF St. Petersburg, the USF College of Marine Science Oceanography Camp for Girls, the Power Center for Utility
Explorations at USF and the Women in Research and Engineering program.
In recognition of the gift to USF St. Petersburg, with a state match through the Courtelis Facilities Match Program,
USFSP will name the Earth Science Laboratory in the new Science and Technology Building the Progress Energy Earth
Science Laboratory. This gift will equip the laboratory, an instructional setting, and in addition, will provide lab
casework/equipment for research in the building that will be tailored to studies focused on energy conservation,
alternate energy sources, sustainability, physics, chemistry and environmental sciences. The Science and Technology
Building, registered to be the first LEED certified building in the USF system, is scheduled for completion during the
Fall semester and will be home to USFSP’s Program of Distinction in Environmental Science, Policy and Geography.
Margaret Sullivan, USFSP interim regional chancellor, said, "The Progress Energy Earth Science Lab will not only
expand opportunities for students to be engaged in research and contribute to academic discourse, but it will also
inspire them to find solutions to environmental challenges."
The gift for the Oceanography Camp for Girls will support this three-week summer program where women entering
high school participate in multi-disciplinary, hands-on experiences in both laboratory and field environments.
Developed by the USF College of Marine Science, the camp inspires and motivates young women to consider scientific
careers. The gift for the Women in Research and Engineering program will support scholarships, forums and outreach
at the USF College of Engineering and help in the college’s initiative of increasing the number of women engineers.
The gift for the Power Center for Utility Explorations at USF will continue to support the center’s mission of exploring
power system issues, developing solutions for power industry challenges, training power engineers and providing
opportunities for collaboration, education and research.
Alex Domijan, director of the PCUE, said, "Through this collaboration and other sponsored projects, such as the $15
million Smart Grid effort in St. Petersburg and the Sustainable Electric Energy Delivery Systems at USFSP, the Power
Center for Utilities Explorations is working to create a bright energy future and establish the center and USFSP as
leaders in energy with Progress Energy Florida. This effort supports the center’s mission to explore electric power
issues comprehensively from energy generation, transmission and distribution."
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